We claim: 

1. A rail comprising an elongate member having an upwardly 
facing channel and a sidewardly facing channel. 

2. The rail of claim 1, wherein the upwardly facing channel 
is defined by an inside wall, a bottom, and an outside wall; and 
the sidewardly facing channel is defined by an inside, downwardly 
projecting securing tab, a top, an outside wall, a bottom, and an 
upwardly projecting securing tab. 

3. The rail of claim 2, wherein a vertical member embraces 
both the outside wall of the upwardly facing channel and the 
outside wall of the sidewardly facing channel. 

4. The rail of claim 3, wherein the sidewardly facing 
channel also has a downwardly projecting tab. : 

5. The channel of claim 2, wherein the upwardly facing 
channel has a U-shape, ■ and the sidewardly facing channel has a C- 
or G-shape. 

6. The channel of claim 3, wherein the upwardly facing 
channel has a U-shape, and the sidewardly facing channel has a C- 
or G-shape. 

7. The channel of claim 4, wherein the upwardly facing 
channel has a U-shape, and the sidewardly facing channel has a C- 
or G-shape, with a lower member defined by the bottom, the 
upwardly projecting securing tab, and the downwardly projecting 
tab having a T-shape. 

8. The channel of claim 1, wherein at least one of the 
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following features is present: 

the upwardly facing channel is provided with a water 

guidance subsystem; 
the vertical member is provided with holes. 

9. In combination, the rail of claim 1, which is mounted to 
a vehicle cargo bed area. 

10. In combination, the rail of claim 2, which is mounted to 
a vehicle cargo bed area. 

11. In combination, the rail of claim 3, which is mounted to 
a vehicle cargo bed area. 

12. In combination, the rail of claim 4, which is mounted to 
a vehicle cargo bed area. 

13. A rail system comprising at least two rails, each 
including an elongate member having an upwardly facing channel 
and a sidewardly facing channel, the at least two rails mounted 
in relationship to one another so as to accommodate employment of 
the upwardly and sidewardly facing channels. 

14. The rail system of claim 13, wherein each upwardly 
facing channel is defined by an inside wall, a bottom, and an 
outside wall; and each sidewardly facing channel is defined by an 
inside, downwardly projecting securing tab, a top, an outside 
wall, a bottom, and an upwardly projecting securing tab. 

15. The rail system of claim 14, wherein a vertical member 
embraces both the outside wall of each upwardly facing channel 
and the outside wall of each sidewardly facing channel. 
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16.,* The rail of claim 15, wherein each sidewardly facing 
channel also has a downwardly projecting tab. « - 

17. In combination, the rail system of claim 13, which is 
mounted to a vehicle cargo bed area. 

18. In combination, the rail system of claim 14 , which is 
mounted to a vehicle cargo bed area. 

19. . In combination., the rail system of claim 18, which is 
mounted to a vehicle cargo bed area. 

20. In combination, 'the rail system of claim 19, which is 

» ■ ■ ■ 

mounted to a vehicle cargo bed area. 



y-RAIL-592 



10 



